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Dedication 

The Town of Otis dedicates this Annual Town Report to Jamie Carr. We would like to thank her 
for her many years of care and generosity to the children of the Farmington River School District 
and residents of the town of Otis. The school Ski Program has reached most everyone who lives 
and went to school here, giving everyone the opportunity to learn and grow together as a 
community. As this is written, we can trace the ski school program back decades. Grandparents 
are seeing their children and grandchildren benefit from this amazing program and this special 
place.  So many of us have wonderful memories of being invited to Ski Camp. It is the quiet 
leadership and example set by Jamie Carr that has kept people coming back to Otis Ridge. 
Everyone has a story about the ski area and Jamie. Coloring books on a rainy day, community 
theatre in the lodge, weddings on the hill, Vaseline for little cheeks on frigid mornings and the 
opportunity for everyone, no matter their wealth or abilities, to be part of this family. Haunted 
Houses, Trunk or Treat, “Otis Stock” Fireworks, flowers, and Volleyball games. All these things 
and more happened and continue to happen because when someone asked; Jamie always said 
yes. Every child visits the ski school desk to meet the latest Guiding Eyes puppy that Jamie is 
fostering. Simply saying thank you is truly not enough, but in our way, the Town of Otis would 
like to thank Jamie Carr for making Otis a kinder, brighter place to be. 
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In Memorium 

The Town of Otis would like to honor the below residents that have passed away in 2022. Each 
of them has served the town in a valuable way and we wish to extend our appreciation. 

June Crandall 
May 31, 1922- June 27, 2022 
Historic & School Committee 

Lee Z. Hawley 
Mar 18, 1939- Dec 31, 2022 

Scholarship 

Leonard A. Terranova 
Jan 30, 1929- Oct 29, 2022 

Select Board, Cemetery & Elections 

Joy Mayes Brown 
Jan   1, 1929- Oct 29, 2022 

Conservation, Planning, Finance, Select Board, Historic & Recreation 

Our town lost another force to be reckoned with the passing of Joy Brown. 

After moving to Otis, she dedicated herself to many positions in the Otis local government.  
From being on the Selectboard, the Conservation commission, the Planning Board, to the 
Finance Board to name a few, she was never one to sit still when she saw an injustice or 
someone’s decision to make their own rules in our little town. To Joy, it didn’t matter how big or 
how small the town was, the law should always preside.   

There were many exciting town meetings with Joy and the “Old Guard”.  Sadly, they are all gone 
now, as well as, the impromptu resident meetings in front of the post office.  

Joy was formidable, stately, and had an unquenchable thirst  
for news. When she reached a point in her 90’s, where she  
couldn’t live in her home on a dirt road with no cell service,  
she moved into a senior community in Lenox.  It was agony for  
her to be so far away from her home and community. She  
waited as long as she could to call someone in Otis to find out,  
“What’s new?” Joy was loving, kind and dedicated.  When she  
wasn’t worried about the state of affairs, she was always  
concerned about the health and well-being of her friends and  
family.   

Thank you Joy for keeping an eye on all of us. 
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TOWN OF OTIS 
MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICIAL REPORT 

Statistics for Fiscal Year 
July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023 

Population- 2022 Census 1525 

Area (square miles) 37.9 

Elevation 1,220

Number of Registered Voters 1282 

Highway Maintained by Town (miles) 45.27 

Total Appropriations $7,780,846.71 

Tax Levy $5,321,947.72 

Total Property Valuations $804,403,198.00

Tax Rate $6.62 

Incorporated  June 13, 1810 

Form of Government Open Town Meeting 
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SELECTMEN 
Larry Southard, 2025 
Gary Thomas, 2023  
Therese Gould, 2024 

TOWN CLERK 
Lyn O’Brien, 2025 

ASSESSORS 
Jill Moretz, 2025 
Kathleen Rider,2023 
Heather Gray, 2024 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Susan Bauer-Brofman, 2025 
Diane Dyer, 2023 
James Adams, 2024 

TREE WARDEN 
John Conboy, 2023 

ELECTION WARDEN 
Leonard Terranova, 2023   

ELECTION CLERK 
Lisa D’Orazio, 2023 

BOARD of HEALTH 
AGENT 
Jim Wilusz, 2023     

ASSISTANT BOARD of 
HEALTH AGENT 
Heather Gray, 2023 

HIGHWAY 
SUPERINTENDENT  
Derek Poirier, 2023 

RECREATION 
COMMISSION 
Kelly Kennedy, 2025 
Dana Pustinger, 2023  
Jen Catolane, 2024  
Robin Martin (alt), 2023  

TOWN 
ADMINISTRATOR 
Brandi Page, 2023 

TOWN TREASURER 
Karen Fink, 2023 

FINANCE BOARD 
Lyn Jablonski, 2025 
Theresa Gould, 2023 
Jill Moretz, 2024 

CEMETERY 
COMMISSIONS 
Bruce Wall, 2025 
Roger Meyer, 2023 
Kristen Brown, 2024 
Matt Clark, Cemetery 
Sexton 

TOWN ACCOUNTANT 
Margaret McClellan, 2023 

POLICE CHIEF 
Kristopher McDonough, 
2023 

DEPUTY ELECTION 
CLERK 
Anthony Middleton, 2023 

VETERANS AGENT 
Laurie Hils, 2023 

TOWN COLLECTOR 
Destiny Duris, 2023 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Deborah Fogel, 2025 
Arlene Tolopko, 2023 
Carol Lombardo, 2024 
Jessica Drenga, 2024 

CONSTABLES 
Russell Loring, 2023 
Kris McDonough, 2023  
Jack Conboy, 2023 
Dan Hamill, 2023  
Charlene Auger, 2023 
Miguel Santana, 2023 
Charles Whiting III, 2023 
Nicholas Beauchemin, 2023 

FIRE CHIEF 
Richard Phair, 2023 

ASSISTANT FIRE 
CHIEF 
Christopher Bouchard, 
2023 

DEPUTY WARDEN 
Carol Lombardo, 2023 

BOARD OF 
REGISTRARS 
Marjorie Middleton, 2025   
Jill Moretz, 2023
Emily Piacquadio, 2024 

MODERATOR 
Dave Sarnacki, 2023 



Town of Otis, Massachusetts 

Annual Report 2022 

PLANNING BOARD 
Terry Cook-Visser, 2027 
James Kauffman, 2023 
Rona Knight, 2024 
Barbara Gallagher, 202 
Jennifer Daily, 2026 

CELEBRATION 
COMMITTEE 
Stephanie McNair, 2023 
Carole Burke, 2023 
Arlene Tolopko, 2023 
Lynn Pyenson, 2023 

WIRE INSPECTOR 
Jay Reynolds, 2023 

ASSISTANT WIRE 
INSPECTOR 
Robert Kimberley, 2023 

SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
Laurie Nikituk, 2023 
Lyn O’Brien 2024 
Vacancy 

ENERGY COMMITTEE 
Anthony Scapin Jr., 2023 
James Crandall, 2023 
Larry Gould, 2023 
Mike Moretz, 2023 
Sandy Pinkham, 2023 
Ed Sepanski, 2023 

BOARD OF APPEALS 
James Kauffman, 2023 
Rose Anne DeRupo, 2024 
Therese Gould, 2024 
Geoffrey Geane, 2025 
Wayne Woczyna, 2027 
Travis Ward (assoc.), 
2023 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 
Tricia Smith, 2025 
Celeste Watman, 2023 
Gail Gelburd, 2023 
Diane Provenz, 2024 Tom 
Ragusa (alt), 2023 
Joel Meyers, 2025 

CULTURAL COUNCIL 
Shannon Albee, 2025 
Deborah Fogel, 2023 
Arlene Tolopko, 2023 
Jeanne Randorf, 2024 
Carol Burke, 2024 
Margherita Bragagnolo, 
2024 

SANITATION 
INSPECTOR 
Heather Gray, 2023 

TECHNOLOGY 
COMMITTEE 
Larry Gould, 2023 
Frank Tolopko, 2023 
William Hiller, 2023 
Steve Schultz, 2023 
Vacancy, 2023 

CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
Jeffrey Laramy, 2025 
Dominic Battista, 2025 
Roger Meyer, 2023 
David Sarnacki, 2023 
Bruce Wall, 2024 
Jennifer Cole (alt), 2022 

COUNCIL ON AGING  
Evelyn Loring, 2025 
Ralph Gleason ,2023 
Jane Bernasconi, 2024 
Fred Olsewski, 2024  
Diane Dyer, 2025    

BUILDING 
INSPECTOR 
Larry Gould, 2023 

ASSISTANT 
BUILDING 
INSPECTOR 
Gary Danko, 2023 

PLUMBING 
INSPECTOR 
Brian Middleton, 2023 

ASSISTANT 
PLUMBING 
INSPECTOR 
Mark Levernoch, 2023 

EMERGENCY 
MANAGMENT 
DIRECTOR 
Vacancy 
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Governor 
Charlie Baker 

Mass. State House,   Western Mass. Office, State Office 
Building 24 Beacon St., Room 280  436 Dwight St, Ste. 300 
Boston, MA 02133 Springfield, MA 01103 
TEL: 617-725-4005 TEL: 413-784-1200 

United States Senators 
Elizabeth Warren 

309 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

TEL: 202-224-4543 
www.warren.senate.gov 

Edward J. Markey 
255 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 
TEL: 202-224-2742 

www.markey.senate.gov 

Congressman 
Richard E. Neal 

Federal Building, 78 Center Street 
Pittsfield, MA  01201 
TEL: 413-442-0946 
www.neal.house.gov 

State Senator 
Adam G. Hinds 

100 North Street, Suite 410 
Pittsfield, MA  01201 

TEL: 413-344-4561, 413-768-2373 
adam.hinds@masenate.gov 

State Representative  
William “Smitty” Pignatelli  

Lenox Town Hall 
PO Box 2228 

Lenox, MA 01240 
TEL: 413-637-0631 

Rep.Smitty@mahouse.gov 

Annual Town Meeting 
Third Thursday of May 

     Annual Town Election 
         Fourth Tuesday of May 
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Annual Report of the Otis Select Board 2022 

The Board started the year with the task of finding a new Chief of Police. An opportunity arose 
to share a Chief with the Town of Becket. After nailing down a few logistics and an initial 
interview, it was clear that this had the potential to be an excellent fit for the Town. The Board 
appointed Kris McDonough, Becket’s Chief, in February. Under his leadership, the department 
structure was reinforced with a full time Sergeant and full time officer. We welcomed Tammy 
Weidhaas as Sergeant and our part time officer Miguel Santana was made full time. Both are 
experienced and dedicated officers. Kris bolstered our list of part time reserve officers and 
continues to oversee the mandatory bridge training of our part time trained officers. The 
community has reported overwhelming praise and support of the Chief and officers.   

Larry Southard was re-elected to another term on the Board at the Annual Town Election in 
May. The members met regularly throughout the year and worked long hours striving for 
consistency and improved operations with each and every decision. The budget continues to be 
modest and the Town’s financial position is strong. Otis consistently has one of the lowest tax 
rates in the State. In addition to our annual Chapter 90 money for roads we were awarded 
$139,767 in Winter Recovery funds for roads, a Mass Works grant for $650,000 for the 
Reservoir Road culvert replacement project, a feasibility study grant for $25,000 and a 
Community Compact grant to upgrade software for $20,000. The Historic Commission was 
awarded $100,000 from the Mass Historic Commission grant for the former St. Paul’s church 
building restoration work.  

Some key topics throughout the year were closing Harmony Hall, speeding and increased 
attendance at the Town Beach, downsizing the Recreation Department; staffing discussions with 
Otis Rescue Squad, work at the East Otis Schoolhouse and beginning restoration at St. Paul’s 
funded by Otis Preservation Trust. The personnel policy was updated along with interviews to 
support hiring at the Highway Department and Assessors Office. We welcomed Candy Chaffee 
as the Assessor’s Clerk, Bob Navin as Highway Foreman and Jeremy Tousey on the Highway 
crew.  

We wish to convey our appreciation to all the volunteers that continue to make Otis the special 
place it is. From everyone helping at the food pantry, working with the seniors in the COA, to 
the first responders at the Fire, Police and Rescue Squad that keep us safe. Thank you for your 
dedication to the community.  

Respectfully, 

Brandi Page, Town Administrator 

On behalf of: 

Larry Southard, Select Board Chair 
Gary Thomas, Select Board Member 
Therese Gould, Select Board Member 
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Otis Fire Department 2022 Annual Report 

In 2022 the Otis Fire Department responded to a total of 178 calls. These calls ranged from 
medical calls, motor vehicle accidents/fires, carbon monoxide calls, brush fires & structure fires 
both in town and assisting our mutual aid towns. Our department is made up of a great group of 
men and women who are always willing to go the extra mile to do their job, which in turn makes 
my job as chief a lot easier and helps to keep our community safe in the event of an emergency.  
I think I speak for the members and myself when I say we couldn’t do what we do without the 
support of our families, who make sacrifices alongside of us, which allows us to do what we do 
for the community.  

I would like to thank the townspeople for their continued support as this year we were able to 
purchase two new chimney firefighting systems which will allow us to better serve the 
community in the event of a chimney fire. The department was able to purchase new gas meters 
to read CO levels in homes, we were able to purchase one for each piece of apparatus. We were 
able to finish outfitting the rest of our members with brush firefighting gear complete with 
jacket, pants, helmets & gloves. Due to supply demands and setbacks on the fabricators end we 
are still awaiting the delivery of our new Engine 2, we are hoping to take delivery by summer 
2023.  

The fire department would like to thank the townspeople, Otis Highway Dept., Otis Building 
Dept, Maintenance Dept., Select Board, Town Administrator, Otis Rescue Squad, Otis Police 
Dept. and all of the businesses for your continued support.  
We look forward to seeing everyone at our annual steak roast in August.  

Sincerely,  
Richard B. Phair  
Fire Chief 

Burn Permits (January 15 – May 1 weather permitting) 
To apply for a burn permit online please go to the following link: 
http://www.bcburnpermits.com/ 

Otis Rescue Squad 2022Annual Report 

In 2022, The Otis Rescue Squad was dispatched to 260 incidents. Members utilize online and in-
person training to keep up with our continuing education requirements. We continue to be in 
constant contact with the Massachusetts Office of EMS and our Region 1 committee on new 
directives and changing situations. Currently, we are staffed with 3 full-time and 7 per diem 
EMT’s. In the future we would like to hire more employees  to increase our staffing hours and 
better serve the town. We are always looking for help so If you or someone you know is 
interested in becoming an EMT please call, write, or stop in. 
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 I want to thank the Otis Fire Department, Otis Police Department, and the Otis Highway 
Department for their assistance and working closely together to help the residents and visitors of 
Otis. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Otis Selectboard, Finance Committee and the residents of Otis 
for always supporting us. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Bryan Arnold  
President 
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Otis Police Department 2022 Annual Report 

The 2022 yearly breakdown of the Police Department shows 39 criminal offenses have been 
logged since January 2022. These offenses have either been cleared by arrest, a criminal 
application, or the case remains open and under investigation.  Officers also responded to 19 
motor vehicle accidents for the year.  In addition to the activity breakdown, officers also issued 
84 citations for civil motor vehicle violations, criminal motor vehicle violations, arrest motor 
vehicle violations, and written warnings. The Police Department now has coverage for the Town 
from 7:00a.m. To 11:00p.m throughout the year. Having patrol coverage helps increase public 
safety and deter criminal activity. 

All of the officers in the department continue to be proactive and reactive while serving the 
Town.  Each individual officer carries unique skills and qualities that help the department 
provide the highest level of service to the Town.   

I want to reiterate that I have an open door policy for anyone wishing to speak to me in regards 
to any issue. This year license to carry or firearms identification card renewal applicants can stop 
in the station at any time to begin the process of renewing/applying for their LTC/FID.  If an 
Officer is not at the station please call our business line 413-269-0100 and the officer on duty 
will meet you at the station to assist you.   

Finally, I would like to thank all the officers for their continued dedication in providing quality 
policing to the residents of Otis while maintaining the highest level of professionalism and 
integrity.  I would like to thank the Select Board, Town Administrator, Otis Fire Department, 
Otis Ambulance, Otis Highway Department, and the Otis Maintenance Department for their 
dedication and partnership in working together with the Police Department.  Furthermore, I 
would like to thank the residents of Otis for their continued support of the Police Department. It 
is only through a strong partnership between the general public and the Police Department that a 
safe community can be established.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kristopher G. McDonough 
Chief of Police 

Tammy Weidhaas, Police Sergeant
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Southern Berkshire Regional Emergency Planning Committee 

SBREPC 2022 Annual Report 

The Southern Berkshire Regional Emergency Planning Committee (SBREPC) would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the Town of Otis for its continued support. The SBREPC works with 
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA), Berkshire Regional Planning 
Commission (BRPC) and the Western Region Homeland Security Advisory Council 
(WRHSAC), along with state and local police, fire services, public health, emergency medical 
services, and other disciplines in the twelve towns of South Berkshire County. 

SBREPC holds monthly meetings at the Great Barrington Fire Station on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 8:00 AM. While it is important to have representation from all the disciplines, 
Selectboard members are especially encouraged to attend since it is the Local Elected Officials 
that will have the authority to designate resources in the case of an emergency. Participation in 
the SBREPC fulfills your town’s obligation to belong to a LEPC or REPC and assures you are 
meeting the goals and missions of SARA Title III. 

During FY22, the SBREPC has completed the following: 
 Through a grant, coordinated with ambulance and first responder services regarding EMS

response, dispatch protocols, and coverage issues.

 Helped to coordinate and obtain information for the update of the EMS Zone Service
Plan, which is required by the State.

 Coordinated requests and delivered personal protective equipment for first responders
and other organizations.

 Applied for and obtained grants for regional response equipment and training, including
upcoming Rescue Task Force training.

 Continued to update the Regional Shelter Plan. This included surveying each town’s
emergency shelters. Inventoried the shelter equipment container located at Simon’s Rock
College.

 Updated contact lists for towns and organizations in the region

We are geared up for a busy FY23 as we continue to work to expand resources available to our 
towns during all hazards. Thank you for your support and involvement to strengthen emergency 
preparedness in Berkshire County. 
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Highway Department 2022 Annual Report 

Surprisingly with the ongoing struggle to keep and or hire new experienced staff we were able to 
get quite a bit accomplished this past year, along with our normal workload.  We replaced 
culverts, reclaimed and paved the following roads this year.  Judd, Merritt, Dimmock, Ed Jones, 
and a section of Algerie Rd. have been in extremely poor condition for some time now.  Work on 
Reservoir Rd. near the Marina had also taken place which includes tree canopy removal and 
culvert replacement to prepare for reconstruction this spring.  

Thank you to the previous crew and my new crew Bob, John, and Jeremy for their hard work and 
dedication in keeping our town roads safe for you the residents. I would like to thank our 
Building Maintenance and WWTP Supervisor for their assistance throughout the year when 
needed.  Also, thank you to the Town of Otis Board of Selectman, Administrator, Finance board, 
Building Inspector, Town Hall Staff and the Towns people of Otis for your continued support. 

 The Highway Dept. office is open 7-3pm M-F and would be happy to try and answer any 
questions or assist you any way we can. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Derek Poirier 
Highway Superintendent  



Town of Otis, Massachusetts 

Annual Report 2022 

Maintenance Department 2022 Annual Report 

The Maintenance Department is responsible for maintaining all Town buildings and grounds, 
five cemeteries and operating the Transfer station.  

Projects completed this fiscal year include  

 Drainage and prep work for the new asphalt of the Interior painting Town Hall
parking lot as well as the final grading

 Interior painting at the Center Fire House
 Filled the drainage trough with concrete at the Center Fire House
 Poured 2 concrete pads at the Transfer Station
 Facilitated the purchase of a new Kubota tractor from a MassDot Shared Streets

Grant.
 Facilitated the purchase of a new 2022 Ford F350 Maintenance Truck

The landscape of the Transfer Station has changed a little over the past year.  We moved a few 
things around to make things flow a little better.  There are also a few new things to reduce the 
items going into the waste stream.  We added a new Textile Bin and a Mattress Recycling 
container to comply with the waste bans that went into effect November 1st.  We also added bins 
to recycle used books and a donation shed.  More information about these new additions can 
found on the Town website or the transfer station attendant. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Eric Kreis 
Maintenance Facilities Administrator 

Cemetery Commission 2022 Annual Report 

We had eleven burials this year to date, with three lots sold, five foundations for headstones and 
three military placards and stones. To view our virtual Cemetery maps, please navigate to our 
webpage on the Town of Otis Website. 

The Commission would like to thank all of the Otis Departments & Committees, as well as 
Selectmen’s Office, which worked with us throughout the year; we appreciate their continued 
support! 

Best Regards, 

Town of Otis, Cemetery Commissioners: 
Bruce A. Wall 
Kristen Brown 
Roger Meyer 
Matt Clark, Maintenance & Sexto 
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Wastewater Treatment Plant 2022 Annual Report 

The wastewater staffs primary responsibility is to collect, pump, and treat raw sewage for those 
on the municipal sewer system.  The plant ran well in 2022 producing quality effluent without 
any permit violations.   

Our wastewater system operates like a normal sewer system, taking waste liquids from your 
toilet, sink, shower, bath, dishwasher and washing machine and transferring it to the sewer 
system and treatment plant.  In order to properly maintain the system by avoiding blockages and 
damage to your grinder pump, the following items should NOT be placed into the system in any 
way: 

*Glass, *Metal, *Plastic, *Kitty litter, *Flammable materials
*Abrasive materials including gravel, sand, aquarium stone, and coffee grinds
*Socks, rags, or cloths, *Sanitary napkins or tampons, *Disposable diapers, *Personal wipes,
*Lubricating oil, grease, paint, large amounts of cooking oil, *Strong chemicals

In the event of a grinder pump failure please call 413-441-3474 and leave a message. 
For information or questions regarding the system, inquiries can be sent to:   
wwtp.otis@yahoo.com 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Keith C. O’Neil 
Chief Operator 

Otis Community Garden 2022 Annual Report 

For more than 15 years, folks living in the greater Otis area volunteer at the garden to 
collectively grow a variety of produce including squash, zucchini, kale, tomatoes, cucumbers, 
beets, beans, peas, chard and varieties of lettuce. Garden members take their share and the 
surplus is distributed weekly to local seniors and area food banks throughout the summer and 
early fall. Our goal remains, to share our bounty with those in need by providing fresh, healthy 
vegetables and herbs that are grown free of pesticides and artificial additives. 
Special recognition goes to Andy & Lynn Pyenson for their generous support throughout the 
years and to our wonderful volunteer members for all their assistance in helping make the garden 
a wonderful resource for our community. We try to match volunteers with their abilities. 
Garden membership requires an affordable fee and at least one hour of week per week from early 
April to late October when we plant, weed, harvest and deliver to others. Come join us! 
For more information as to how you can participate, please email us at: 
OtisMAGarden@gmail.com 

Respectfully submitted, 
Eve Kummel  
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Building Department 2022 Annual Report 

Two-Thousand and Twenty-Two started in the same way as the previous year, with high demand 
for permits, builders and materials.  During the year as interest rates increased and local supply 
of housing for sale decreased, calls for new building also declined. A difference of thirty-one 
permits from the prior year speaks to a change in the kinds of work that is being completed in 
town this past year.  

One-hundred and One building permits with a recorded value of $6,65,852.00 were issued in 
2022.   There were four new construction permits on previously undeveloped lots with a value of 
$651,393.00. Two of these were for non-dwelling consruction with full board of health 
compliance and lower construction values. There are four new homes on, non-conforming lots, 
that required demolition of existing structures prior to start. The value of these homes is 
$2,000,000.00. 

There were 16 – Weatherization permits for insulation, air-sealing, and general tightening of the 
building envelope to reduce homeowner energy costs. These were at an average cost of 
$3,600.00.  There were 19 re-roofing permits and 5 accessory structure permits. There were 13- 
PV Solar permits issued with $605,530.00 dollar value and an average cost of $46,000.00.  Three 
of these solar permits included battery storage units for emergency back up power. Necesssary 
alterations and repairs make up the rest of the permits issued.  Deck repairs or upgrades, window 
and door replacement, foundation repair, dormer additions and interior alterations are all 
included. 

The Building Department page on the town’s website, townofotisma.com  is a place to look for 
information about building permits and applications, the Town’s  Zoning By-law, office hours, 
links to the State Building Code and other forms and documents.  Online payment for building 
permits is now available through the town website.   

If you don’t see what you’re looking for or have a suggestion, click on my name, Larry Gould, 
and send me an email, or call or text.  I am happy to help with your building and zoning 
questions and welcome your comments. 

The office of the building inspector can provide information and direction before any project 
begins; saving lost time and expense. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Larry K. Gould 
Inspector of Buildings 
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Otis Library 2022 Annual Report 

We opened the Otis Library with caution this year.  Gradually moving from restrictions and 
regulations.    This year we have conducted over 11,500 transactions  by our 1250 patrons and 
many guests.   We welcome all this activity.  We love sharing our 11653 items with everyone.  
With our membership in CWMARS (Central & Western  Massachusetts Automated  Resource 
System) we shared about 3600 items with libraries throughout Massachusetts.  This data tells us 
that the library has survived the restrictions and precautions of COVID and we are moving on.   

This year we had the opportunity to dream and imagine.  We participated in the MBLC Small 
Library Pilot project. This was a competitive grant project that entailed designing a new library 
which would be 75% funded and constructed by the Massachusetts Library Construction 
Program.  This year long process afforded us the opportunity to look at what we had and what 
we needed.  Although our application was not chosen, we learned much.  The library is 
supported by most people in the community, there is a need for more community involvement in 
library activities and programs, there is a need for a larger more modern space for all our library 
materials.  We thank everyone who participated in this project, and we invite everyone to 
continue to dream and imagine as we move on to pursue different avenues of support for a new 
library.  The efforts will continue through subcommittee work chaired by Trustee Sue Brofman.  

This year we worked closely with the Farmington River School District to expand the teaching 
and learning opportunities of Diversity.  With a grant award from the American Library 
Association and matching funds from the Otis Cultural Council we were able to provide teachers 
materials of their choosing to add experiences in Diversity.  Over 100 items were added to the 
libraries.  Also, this grant funded two adult community reads.   

Under the direction of our talented and creative trustees, Susan Ebitz and Donna Rich the Otis 
Library hosts a monthly Story Walk.  This is a family event for reading and following a path 
through nature of the Knox Trail area behind the library.  In addition to one public event 
scheduled the story walk is available for individual family use throughout the posted month. 

The Otis Cultural Council generously supported several efforts for the library this year.  They 
purchased a new laminator for the library story walks and other programs, they hosted a Musical 
event and a Pottery Demonstration for the Library’s annual craft fair, and they sponsored a 
Ukulele Workshop.  These events while funded by the Otis Cultural Council add to our list of 
Library Offerings.  This year the Otis Library also funded the ImageArena workshop, 
encouraging young children in building, creativity, and teamwork. 

The annual Campaign generates the extra funding needed for these programs as well as funding 
for materials. Books, videos, and audiobooks are funded mostly from the stipend that is provided 
by the town budget.  During the COVID restricted years there were no library fines applied to 
materials that were late.  In view of the financial support from the annual campaign and the 
donations that patrons drop from time to time, there will be no late fines collected at the desk.  
Only replacement costs will be implemented.  
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As the library becomes more active, and serves more purposes there are more tasks to be done. 
To accommodate this need the number of library trustees has been increased from 7 to 9; 
Congratulations to Carol Reife and Tom Burke. 

As we open this year, we take the last precautionary steps.  The Mask requirement and the Dust 
shields have been removed.  We have prepared our LEGO materials to start LEGO club on 
Saturdays.  

The biggest asset of any organization is the people.  So many people have worked hard to 
maintain and raise the standards and services of the Otis Library. We are also starting a Friends 
of the Otis Library Program.  This will be a volunteer group that will Advocate for the library by 
working for additional materials, programs, and for special projects.  

Last but certainly not least I say goodbye to this position as Director of the Otis Library.  It is 
time for me to retire. I know that the staff and the trustees are fully committed to meeting the 
needs of the patrons and the community.  I look forward to watching this library move forward to 
reach its fullest potential. 

Kathleen Bort 
Director 

Cultural Council 2022 Annual Report 

2022 was a much more active year, culturally speaking, than the previous 2 years. Covid fears 
and restrictions were reduced, and we were able to again support programs in keeping with our 
mission to bring cultural access and education  in the arts, humanities, and interpretive sciences. 

Overall, we received 43 applications for funds - of which we approved 28. We prioritize grants 
in four categories: youth programs (at the Farmington River Elementary School and programs in 
Lee and Great Barrington where our students are enrolled; workshops for adults in town; 
performances by musicians, artists and a potter; and donations to programs in nearby towns that 
are attended by Otis residents.   

Another part of our mission is to promote communication and community-building in town. 
With that in mind, we are pleased to support events for the Otis Library and collaborate with 
Amvets in the deposit-bottle & cans recycling effort at the transfer station. Our team of volunteer 
recyclers has enabled us to purchase equipment for the school and library that will make cultural 
programming better and more accessible. 

Last but not least, we continue to support the Beautify Otis effort with the purchase of barrels 
and flowers for our volunteer gardeners. Thanks to them, and to all those who support us 
throughout the year. 
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Parks & Recreation Commission 2022 Annual Report 

This has been another somewhat challenging year! In the beginning of May our wonderful program 
supervisor, Patricia Richard, resigned to pursue other opportunities. We greatly miss all of the hard 
work and dedication Patricia put into her job as program supervisor to keep all of our programming 
running smoothly, but we wish her well in her new ventures. We were able to continue offering 
the weekly online Inspirations series with Viktoria Seavey via our Facebook platform. We also 
continued hosting in-person chair and mat yoga classes with Connie Wilson. The Harmony Hall 
Recreation Center was open for use by reservation until about May when the building had to be 
closed due to safety concerns. 

We were excited to offer a performance this summer with Ed Pop!, comedy, magic, and balloon 
artist, with a special visit from Mr. Ding-A-Ling Ice Cream truck. This year we were able to bring 
back our in-person Easter Egg Hunt and Gingerbread House decorating events. We had another 
big turnout for the Halloween Trunk or Treat event which was co-sponsored with FRRSD PTA, 
Otis PD, and Otis Ridge. It was a great turnout of decorated vehicles, treats, and kids of all ages in 
costume!  

The Otis Ridge voucher program is still running strong, we thank them for working with us! We 
have continued offering discounted tickets to FunZ Trampoline Park in Westfield, which continues 
to be well received.  

We offered a Wood Sign Design Workshop with Kathie Couture of KC Woodsign Design in May. 
Mother nature cooperated for us to be able to have another Snowman contest! 

The Town Beach was popular again this summer. Please be sure to follow the rules! Parking 
permits are required, your valid Transfer Station permit serves as your Beach parking permit. 
Thanks to the Maintenance Department for their regular care of the Town Beach throughout the 
year as well as the Police Department patrolling. 

The Commission sincerely appreciates all the help we receive from volunteers along with the 
support of the community.   

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jennifer Catolane, Dana Pustinger, Kelly Kennedy, Robin Martin, & Wendy Peterson 

Historic Commission 2022 Annual Report 

This has been an exciting year for the Otis Historical Commission. We have accomplished much 
this past year, although much more still needs to be done. The Knox Trail is being maintained by 
the Knox Trail Snow Riders and as usual special thanks to Tom Ragusa who has made 
recognition of the KT his life’s work.  

The East Otis Schoolhouse is now listed on the National Historic Register. The first phase of 
construction is almost completed. LaRochelle Construction was engaged to move the 
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schoolhouse, install steel beams to support it, and return it to its original location. The 
schoolhouse is one of the last remaining one room schoolhouses in the Berkshires. When 
completed it will look much as it did when last in session - the 1940’s. 

Plans for renovating and repurposing the newly named Otis Cultural Center at Historic St Paul’s 
are underway. A survey of the town clearly indicated that the townspeople would like it used for 
cultural events. We received an emergency grant of $100,000 from the Mass Historical 
Commission, which was given in person by Secretary of State Galvin. The Otis Cultural Center 
is located in the newly designated Otis Center Historic District. 

The Otis Preservation Trust has raised more than $500,000 to support  
OHC’s planned restoration of the Cultural Center and the East Otis Schoolhouse. The Otis 
Preservation Trust (OPT)  has received donations from more than 385 individuals, and with 
OHC has received funding from 4 foundations. Our grant writing team continues to submit 
applications for additional grants for OPT and OHC. Special thanks to Gail Gelburd with the 
important assistance of Lynne Geane and Celeste Watman. We’d like to thank the Board of 
Directors of the Otis Preservation Trust for making the third year of fundraising a resounding 
success 

The “Notice Otis” Series has been well received.  We’ve learned about ghosts, metal 
sculpture, paintings and marionettes. Hilary Harley organizes the program and invites 
artists, performers, or lecturers to present as part of this series. Community outreach has been 
important. OHC and OPT manned a booth at the farmer’s    market and got a chance to share our 
activities with our community. We also manned a booth at the Library Fair and invited Charles 
Flint to evaluate people’s antique treasures. 

Several townspeople have begun donating “treasures” of historical significance along with boxes 
containing articles and photos.  Celeste Watman, Lynne Geane, Stephanie Skinner,Tricia Smith, 
Judi Maybe and Gail Gelburd have been organizing and maintaining these files for future 
exhibits. Special thanks to Vincent Caruso who created an artistic interpretation of St Paul’s 
which is being utilized on all promotional materials. The OHC honors the memory of  Sonia 
Morrison whose vision, intellect, and love of Otis continues to inspire us.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

The Otis Historical Commission 
Gail Gelburd and Diane Provenz, Co-Chairs, Celeste Watman, Joel Meyers, 
Tom Ragusa 
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Conservation Commission 2022 Annual Report 

The primary role of the Otis Conservation Commission is to preserve and protect the integrity of 
the town’s wetland systems, while striving to work with and serve the community. With nine 
designated great ponds, as well as the West Branch of the Farmington River, the Otis 
Conservation Commission is one the most active conservation commissions in the state.  

In 2022, the Commission conducted 136 site inspections; heard 17 Notice of Intents applications 
(NOIs) & 58 Request for Determination of Applicability applications (RDAs); and 
issued/resolved 9 Enforcement Orders, 9 Emergency Certifications, 3 extensions of Orders of 
Conditions and finally, issued 12 certificates of compliance. The Commission also inspected 
installed erosion controls, for purposes of work commencement, or to ensure that erosion control 
measures can be removed upon project completion, with most approved filings. 

The Commission meets at 6:00 PM, on the third Tuesday of each month. The office hours for the 
Commission, are the first Wednesday of each month, at 6:00 PM, and the deadline for 
submission of applications is on the same day as the office hours, for each respective month, by 
6:00 PM, no exceptions! 

The Commission would like to Thank Bob Mason with MASS DCR (Department of 
Conservation and Recreation), who has worked  in conjunction with the Otis Concom, 
participating in site visits. The Commission would like to welcome back and thank Mark Stinson 
from MA DEP; and the Commission would like to thank the community of Otis for respecting, 
and following the rules and guidelines, as set forth by the regulations of the MA Wetlands 
Protection Act.  

As Chairman I wish to thank my fellow Commissioners as well as our administrative assistant, 
Kristen Brown. All of whom have served  the community consistently for many years. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dave Sarnacki 

Otis Conservation Commission 
Chairman 
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Planning Board 2022 Annual Report 

The Planning Board is responsible for preparing and maintaining a comprehensive/ master plan 
(MGL Chapter 41, Section 81D), Propose, review, hold hearings and make recommendations on 
zoning bylaw / ordinance changes to the Town Protective By-Laws, Review and act on 
subdivisions – preliminary & definitive plans (MGL c.41, section 81K-81GG), Review and sign 
Approval Not Required (ANR) plans and is required to review, hold public hearings and make 
recommendations on proposals that will affect land use.  The Planning Board oversees Site Plan 
Reviews and hears requests from property owners or developers seeking to divide a tract of land, 
reaffirm boundary lines or create a new subdivision who, must submit surveyed plot plans to the 
Board for appropriate action as governed by MGL, Chapter 41, Section 81.The Town of Otis 
requires any new lots in the R-1 residential district to be a minimum of one (1) acre, have 150 
feet of road frontage on an approved road or way and provide adequate access for emergency and 
vehicular traffic. In the Village V-1 district lot area shall not be less than 20,000 square feet and 
the frontage shall not less than 60’.The Planning Board oversees, reviews, and recommends new 
or updates to existing Bylaws. We are currently working on updating the Towns’ existing 
Wireless Communication Facilities Bylaw and are proposing a Short Term Rental Bylaw.  The 
Planning Board submits all proposed or changes to existing bylaws to the Select Board for their 
review & comments with the final draft presented at Town Meeting for adoption by public vote.  
The Planning Board has received Planning Grants that are sponsored & funded by both 
Massachusetts and Federal agencies. These planning studies include: the Municipal Vulnerability 
Planning (MVP), Hazard Mitigation Planning (HMP) and Complete Streets Planning. The Otis 
Complete Streets Planning Report is complete, identifying many potential infrastructure 
improvement projects large and small. The Town has been granted over $200,000 for some of 
the smaller projects in the first round of complete streets project funding and we are well 
positioned to receive much more funding for the larger projects that were identified. The results 
of these studies are incorporated into the Towns’ Master Plan.  The Planning Board continues to 
work with all of the Towns’ Boards and Committees, Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 
and other Local, State and Federal Agencies on projects such as Otis Sewer district, Community 
Development, Community Preservation, Historical Preservation, Building Use, MVP, HMP, 
Complete Streets and continues seeking and applying for Grant opportunities. The Planning 
Board meets on the second Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall.  (Postings of 
meetings and/or date/time change in the event there is a conflict with a legal holiday.)   The 
Board welcomes property owners with questions concerning the required procedures to sub-
divide their land under the laws. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Cook-Visser, Chair 
Rona Knight 
Jim Kauffman 
Barbara Gallagher 
Mark Anthon 
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Zoning Board of Appeals 2022 Annual Report 

The Town of Otis, Zoning Board of Appeals consists of five (5) members and two (2) associate 
members appointed by the Board of Selectmen as provided in Section 12, Chapter 40A of the 
Massachusetts General Laws (MGL). 

The Board of Appeals serves as the special permit granting authority for the town. 
This board also hears and decides upon appeals or petitions for variances. Information and duties 
are outlined in the Town of Otis Bylaws Section 9.2. 

The ZBA meets when applications are received, on the first Monday of each month based on a 
published schedule available on the town web site. All meetings are posted and open to the 
public. During 2022, all meetings were held via remote participation over the internet. 

During calendar year 2022, the Zoning Board of Appeals heard 5 applications for special permits 
or variances. 4 were granted and 1 was denied.  Of particular value to the town was the approval 
of a 4th Wireless Cell Tower within Otis just off Rt 23 close to Lion Hill Road that will not only 
improve wireless service in town but will also provide better emergency and first responder 
communications among the police, fire and ambulance departments. 

We also recommended to the Select Board that we raise the application fees for Special Permit 
and Variance hearings to $300 per application to ensure our fees continue to cover all the direct 
expenses (advertising, postage) associated with reviewing such requests.  The Select Board 
approved said increase. 

On the housekeeping side, the ZBA bid farewell to one of our long standing members - Robin 
Peterson Woomer – and elevated our most senior Associate Member – Wayne Wosczyna – to 
Full Member.  We are hopeful that we will shortly welcome a new Associate Member to ensure 
we have a full slate of volunteers to meet the Town’s needs in 2023 

Respectfully submitted, 

Geoffrey Geane, Chair 
Therese D Gould, Member 
Jim Kauffman, Member 
Roseanne DeRupo, Member 
Wayne Wosczyna, Member 
Travis Ward, Associate Member 
Trisha Tetreault, Clerk 
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Council on Aging 2022 Annual Report 

Hello from the Otis Seniors! 

The Otis Seniors have enjoyed a lively and active year. We have traveled on ten outings 
including a trip to Gettysburg and The Sight and Sound theater and a cruise to Canada. 

In January we held our annul Pizza party. In July our All you can eat Bar-B-Q catered by Lynn 
Pyenson was a great success. 

We held a Thanksgiving feast at the Knox Trail Inn with a full house. 

Our Holiday dinner was held at the Country Club of Pittsfield were 97 seniors attended. 

 Ralph Gleason was also honored for serving ten years as the chairperson of the Otis C.OA. 
Ralph has retired from chairperson to explore his love of wood working and spending more time 
with his family. We have not let him rest completely. He is now serving as an adviser to the 
board and mentor to the new board members.  

Eila Bell retired as our Out Reach Coordinator this year and was replaced by Kendra Rybacki. 
Kendra had served as the food administrator of the Farmington River Elementary School in Otis 
for 20 Years before retiring. Kendra has proven to be a great asset to our seniors in need. Kendra 
knows the community and residents of Otis as friends.  

Our Share-A-Ride program continues to be active suppling rides for seniors to and from doctor 
appointments. 

Our Brown Bag continues to serving many  and seniors in our community on every other Friday. 

The hair dresser and foot nurse are scheduled once a month. 

In the new year we continue to add new and lively members to the group.  

 We are at the center Mondays 10am-2pm and Wednesdays from 9am-2pm. 

You can reach us by calling 413-269-0100 ext. 5, E-mail seniorsotisma@gmail.com, 

Eila Bell can be reached at 413-623-8932 or Kendra Rybacki at 413-717-7925. 

The Coffee is hot, and the goodies are fresh. The knights and ladies are always looking for a 
good conversation. There is always a puzzle in progress.  

All are welcome to join us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eila Bell  
Chairperson 
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Southern Berkshire District Department of Veterans’ Services 
 2022 Annual Report 

To the Honorable Select Board:  

Thank you for allowing me to service the member towns, their veterans, and widows.  We 
have made great strides in reaching out to our veterans in our local area, letting them know the 
various services available to them from Elderly Services, Community Actions and also the local 
senior centers.   During FY 2022 we have seen a slight decrease in all areas of operation and 
currently have 39 active Chapter 115 claims. 

Chapter 115 Submissions and Return from the State: 

Town FY 2022 Submitted 7/01/21-6/30/22 Pmt Due in FY 2023 -FY 2022 - 75% 

Otis $30,454.99 $22,841.24 

Over the last year we have completed the following for our member town’s veterans: 

Applications for VA Health Care 21 
 ALS/Disability/A&A/Appeals/Life Insurance 42 
  DD 214s 38 
 Request for Grave Markers 40 
 Tax Abatements/SS help/Other requests 20 

Flags to funerals homes for veterans  25 
 Assisted with Dr. appointments 15 

 Home and Office Visits 265 
 Veterans Services Phone Calls 1175 

For FY 2022 District budget was reduced by the reserve resulting in a smaller assessment for the 
member towns.  During these trying financial times all veterans and widows are encouraged to 
contact this office or the US Department of Veterans Affairs and review current entitlements as 
many changes have taken place.  Otis’ apportionment towards the FY 2022 DVS budget was 
$7,516.56 – this number was based on population percentage on the 2020 Census. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Laurie J. Hils 
Southern Berkshire District Director for Veteran Services 
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Board of Health 2022 Annual Report 

COVID-19 Pandemic:  Fiscal Year 2022 continued navigating through the pandemic. Staff and 
board members continued to collaborate and work together towards combating COVID-19. 
Vaccinating schools and the community were a top priority.  

In FY21, several towns joined together and submitted a comprehensive grant application and 
created a new partnership called the Southern Berkshire Public Health Collaborative. This 
multiyear grant will allow towns to build a comprehensive public health nursing program that 
will be shared equally across 12 towns.  

Permits/Inspections  

34 Septic Permits 10 Septic Installer permits  

6 well permits 12 Food permits  

40 septic inspections 24 Food Inspections  

4 complaints investigated 3 Emergency Beaver Trapping Permits  

27 percolation tests     4 Pool permits  

5 Septage Hauler permits                    7 Camp/Campground permits 

3 beach permits 4 Tobacco permits 

1 mobile food vendor  

Many thanks to the Board, Heather and Brandi for their valued assistance and dedication. We 
look forward to a healthy and safe 2023.  

Respectfully submitted, 

James J. Wilusz, R.S. 
Registered Sanitarian/Health Agent 
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Town Clerk 2022 Annual Report 

Vital Records Recorded in 2022 

6 Births 
6 Marriages 
20 Deaths 

Business Certificates Issued in 2022 -New and Renewed  

Berkshire Fire Art Paul Gage 
Kearin's Auto Center John Kearin Jr 
Otis Gazette Angelina Dubourg 
Hall's Store Clayton Chaffee 
GS Company Gary Silkey 

Clay's Place, LLC 
Clayton Chaffee, Angelina 
Dubourg 

Michael Poirier Tile Michael Poirier 
Logsdon Electric Titus Logsdon 
Floors by Webster Christian Webster 
Michael Scapin Custom Builder Michael Scapin 
Phair Cleaning Richard Phair 
Kathi Casey, The Healthy Boomer Body Expert/Holistic 
Health Coach Kathleen Casey 
HSN Landscaping and Excavation Ryen Nolau 
Ad Marem Maria Esther Mollerus 

2022 Dog Licenses  
  328 Dog Licenses issued in 2022 
4 Kennel Licenses issued in 2022 

Dog licenses = $1,462.75 Fees $197.25 

Underground Fuel Storage Registrations 2022 
Camp Overflow 

Katie’s Country Store 
Papa’s Healthy Food & Fuel 

Total Number of Tag Sale Permits Issued in 2022 
20 

Raffle Permits 2022 
Knox Trail Sno-Riders Club Inc. 

Big Pond Association Inc. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Lyn O’Brien, Town Clerk 
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Board of Elections 2022 Annual Report 

Otis currently has 1282 Registered Voters  

Voter Registration Breakdown 
828 No Party (unenrolled) 

Political Parties 
266 Democratic 
182 Republican 

Political Designations 
1 American Independent 
1 Conservative 
1 Green-Rainbow 
1 Libertarian 
1 Pirate 
1 Pizza 

The Town of Otis in 2022 held a Caucus, Annual Town Meeting, Annual Town Election, State 
Primary, and State Election.   You can find the 2022 results for all of the town meetings and 
elections in this town report and on the website townofotisma.com.   

If you are interested in being a poll worker, please contact Lyn at 413-269-0100 x 112.  

As members of the Board of Registrars we encourage you to get out and vote.   
Your polling location in the Town of Otis is at: 1 North Main Road, Otis Town Hall, Otis, MA 
01253.   

Remember your vote counts! 

Respectfully Submitted 

Town of Otis Board of Registrars 

Lyn O’Brien  
Marjorie Middleton 
Jill Moretz 
Emily Piacquadio 
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April 12, 2022 Caucus Results 

April 12, 2022- Caucus Results 

SELECTPERSON Votes SELECTPERSON WRITE IN Votes 

LARRY SOUTHARD 35 ALL OTHERS 1 

BLANKS 1 0

37 36  1 

TOWN CLERK Votes TOWN CLERK WRITE IN Votes 

LYN O'BRIEN 37 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS 0 

37 37 0 

MODERATOR Votes MODERATOR WRITE-IN Votes 

BLANKS 32 ALL OTHERS 5

VACANT 

37 32 5 

TREE WARDEN Votes TREE WARDEN WRITE-IN Votes 

JOHN (JACK) CONBOY 29 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS 8 

37 37 0 

FINANCE BOARD Votes FINANCE WRITE IN  Votes 

LYNN JABLONSKI 28 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS 9 
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37 37 0 

ASSESSOR Votes ASSESSOR WRITE IN  Votes 

RUSSELL LORING 15 ALL OTHERS 0 

JILL MORETZ 18 

BLANKS 4 

37 37 0 

CEMETERY COMMISSIONER Votes CEMETERY WRITE IN Votes 

BRUCE WALL 30 ALL OTHERS 1 

BLANKS 6 

37 36 1 

LIBRARY TRUSTEE Votes LIBRARY TRUSTEE WRITE-IN Votes 

SUSAN BAUER-BROFMAN 34 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS  3 

37 37 0 

PLANNING BOARD  Votes PLANNING BOARD WRITE IN Votes 

HAROLD KOBRIN 23 ALL OTHERS 0 

TERESA COOK-VISSER 12 

BLANKS 2 

37 37 0 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE  Votes SCHOOL WRITE IN Votes 

DEBORAH FOGEL 35 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS 2 

37 37 0 
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May 24, 2022 Annual Election Results 

May 24, 2022 Annual Town Election Results 

Total Registered Voters 1254 

Total Who Voted in This Election 

SELECTPERSON Votes SELECTPERSON WRITE IN Votes 

LARRY SOUTHARD 125 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS 10 0

135 135  0 

TOWN CLERK Votes TOWN CLERK WRITE IN Votes 

LYN O'BRIEN 128 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS 7 

135 135 0 

MODERATOR Votes MODERATOR WRITE-IN Votes 

BLANKS 112 DAVID SARNACKI 12 

Chris Bouchard 3 

Russell Loring 1 

Lyn OBrien 1 

Richard Massuco 1 

Carol Lombardo 1 

Loius Cohen 1 

Lisa D'Orazio 1 

Michael OBrien 1 

Bill Hiller 1 

135 112 23 
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TREE WARDEN Votes TREE WARDEN WRITE-IN Votes 

JOHN (JACK) CONBOY 106 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS 29 

135 135 0 

FINANCE BOARD Votes FINANCE WRITE IN  Votes 

LYNN JABLONSKI 101 ALL OTHERS 1 

BLANKS 33 

135 134 1 

ASSESSOR Votes ASSESSOR WRITE IN  Votes 

RUSSELL LORING 50 ALL OTHERS 0 

JILL MORETZ 76 

BLANKS 9 

135 135 0 

CEMETERY COMMISSIONER Votes CEMETERY WRITE IN Votes 

BRUCE WALL 107 ALL OTHERS 3 

BLANKS 25 

135 132 3 

LIBRARY TRUSTEE Votes LIBRARY TRUSTEE WRITE-IN Votes 

SUSAN BAUER-BROFMAN 105 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS  30 

135 135 0 
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PLANNING BOARD  Votes PLANNING BOARD WRITE IN Votes 

HAROLD KOBRIN 55 ALL OTHERS 0 

TERESA COOK-VISSER 72 

BLANKS 8 

135 135 0 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE  Votes SCHOOL WRITE IN Votes 

DEBORAH FOGEL 108 ALL OTHERS 0 

BLANKS 27 

135 135 0 

September 06, 2022 State Primary Results 

State Primary 
September 6, 2022 

Total Registered Voters in Otis 1268 
Total Ballots Cast 279 

 Democratic Ballots Cast 218 
 Republican Ballots Cast 61 

Democratic Party 

Governor (DEMOCRATIC) 
SONIA ROSA CHANG-DIAZ 34 
MAURA HEALEY 168 
Write-In 1
Blank 15

TOTAL 218

Lieutenant Governor (DEMOCRATIC) 
KIMBERLEY DRISCOLL 55 
TAMI GOUVEIA 28 
ERIC P LESSER 109 
Write-in 0
Blank 26
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TOTAL 218

Attorney General (DEMOCRATIC) 
ANDREA JOY CAMPBELL 99 
SHANNON ERIKA LISS-RIORDAN 57 
QUENTIN PALFREY 39 
Write-In 0
Blank 23

TOTAL 218

Secretary of State (DEMOCRATIC) 
WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN 137 
TANISHA M SULLIVAN 67 
Write-In 0
Blank 14

TOTAL 218

Treasurer (DEMOCRATIC) 
DEBORAH B GOLDBERG 173 
Write-In 0
Blank 45

TOTAL 218

Auditor (DEMOCRATIC) 
CHRISTOPHER S DEMPSEY 75 
DIANA DIZOGLIO 109 
Write-In 0
Blank 34

TOTAL 218

Representative in Congress (First District) (DEMOCRATIC) 
RICHARD E NEAL 179 
Write-In 3
Blank 36

TOTAL 218

Councillor (Eighth District) (DEMOCRATIC) 
SHAWN P ALLYN 22 
MICHAEL ANTHONY FENTON 33 
TARA J JACOBS 93 
JEFFREY S MORNEAU 32 
Write-In 0
Blank 38

TOTAL 218

Senator In General Court (Berkshire, Hampshire, Franklin & Hampden 
District) 
(DEMOCRATIC) 
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PAUL W MARK 178 
HUFF TYLER TEMPLETON, III 18 
Write-In 0
Blank 22

TOTAL 218

Representative in General Court (Third Berkshire District) 
(DEMOCRATIC) 
WILLIAM "SMITTY" PIGNATELLI 195 
Write-In 0
Blank 23

TOTAL 218

District Attorney (Berkshire District) (DEMOCRATIC) 
ANDREA HARRINGTON 140 
TIMOTHY J SHUGRUE 74 
Write-In  0 
Blank 4

TOTAL 218

Sheriff (Berkshire County) (DEMOCRATIC) 
THOMAS N BOWLER 135 
ALF BARBALUNGA 67 
Write-In  0 
Blank 16

TOTAL 218
Republican Party 

Governor (REPUBLICAN) 
GEOFF DIEHL 37 
CHRIS DOUGHTY 23 
Write-In 0
Blank 1

TOTAL 61

Lieutenant Governor (REPUBLICAN) 
LEAH V ALLEN 32 
KATE CAMPANALE 27 
Write-in 0
Blank 2

TOTAL 61

Attorney General (REPUBLICAN) 
JAMES R MCMAHON, III 49 
Write-In 0
Blank 12

TOTAL 61

Secretary of State (REPUBLICAN) 
RAYLA CAMPBELL 48 
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Write-In 0
Blank 13

TOTAL 61

Treasurer (REPUBLICAN) 
Write-In 0
Blank 61

TOTAL 61

Auditor (REPUBLICAN) 
ANTHONY AMORE 44 
Write-In 0
Blank 17

TOTAL 61

Representative in Congress (First District) (REPUBLICAN) 
DEAN JAMES MARTILLI 49 
Write-In 0
Blank 12

TOTAL 61

Councilor (Eighth District) (REPUBLICAN) 
JOHN M COMERFORD 44 
Write-In 0
Blank 17

TOTAL 61

Senator In General Court (Berkshire, Hampshire, Franklin & Hampden 
District) 
(REPUBLICAN) 
Write-In 1
Blank 60

TOTAL 61

Representative in General Court (Third Berkshire District) 
(REPUBLICAN) 
Write-In 0
Blank 61

TOTAL 61

District Attorney (Berkshire District) (REPUBLICAN) 
Write-In  3 
Blank 58

TOTAL 61

Sheriff (Berkshire County) (REPUBLICAN) 
Write-In 3
Blank 58

TOTAL 61
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November 08, 2022 State Election Results 

State Election OFFICIAL RESULTS 
November 8, 2022 
TOWN OF OTIS 
Total Registered Voters in Otis 1287 
Total Ballots Cast 769 

Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
DIEHL AND ALLEN 323 
HEALEY AND DRISCOLL 424 
REED AND EVERETT 17 
BLANK 5
WRITE-IN 0

TOTAL 769 
Attorney General 
ANDREA JOY CAMPBELL 422 
JAMES R. MCMAHON, III 334 
BLANK 11
WRITE-IN 2

TOTAL 769 
Secretary of State 
WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN 456 
RAYLA CAMPBELL 294 
JUAN SANCHEZ 10 
BLANK 8
WRITE-IN 1

TOTAL 769 
Treasurer 
DEBORAH B GOLDBERG 470 
CRISTINA CRAWFORD 205 
BLANK 93
WRITE-IN 1

769 
Auditor 
ANTHONY AMORE 326 
DIANA DIZOGLIO 357 
GLORIA A CABALLERO-ROCA 22 
DOMINIC GIANNONE, III 19 
DANIEL RIEK 15 
BLANK 29
WRITE-IN 1

TOTAL 769 
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Representative in Congress (First District) 
RICHARD E. NEAL 437 
DEAN JAMES MARTILLI 316 
BLANK 13
WRITE-IN 3

TOTAL 769 
Councilor (Eighth District) 
JOHN M COMERFORD 327 
TARA J JACOBS 413 
BLANK 29
WRITE-IN 0

TOTAL 769 
Senator In General Court (Berkshire, Hampshire, Franklin & Hampden 
District) 
PAUL W MARK 461 
BRENDAN M PHAIR 224 
BLANK 83
WRITE-IN 1

TOTAL 769 
Representative in General Court (Fourth Berkshire District) 
WILLIAM "SMITTY" PIGNATELLI 552 
MICHAEL SILVIO LAVERY 99 
BLANK 115
WRITE-IN 3

TOTAL 769 
District Attorney (Berkshire District) 
TIMOTHY J SHUGRUE 557 
BLANK 206
WRITE-IN 5
WRITE-IN ANDREA HARRINGTON 1 

TOTAL 769 
SHERIFF (Berkshire County) 
THOMAS N BOWLER 563 
BLANK 199
WRITE-IN 7

TOTAL 769 
Question 1-Additional Tax on Income Over One Million Dollars 
Yes 393
No 342
Blank 34

TOTAL 769 
Question 2 - Regulation of Dental Insurance 
Yes 497
No 232
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Blank 40
TOTAL 769 

Question 3- Expanded Availability of Licenses for the Sale of Alcoholic 
Beverages 
Yes 288
No 436
Blank 45

TOTAL 769 

Question 4- Eligibility for Driver's Licenses 
Yes 355
No 382
Blank 32

TOTAL 769 

Town of Otis, Massachusetts 
Annual Town Meeting Minutes 

May 17, 2022 

Selectboard: Larry Southard Chair, Gary Thomas, Therese Gould 
Finance Board: Therese Gould Chair, Heather Gray, Absent Jill Moretz 
Moderator: Blake Middleton 
Town Administrator: Brandi Page 
Town Clerk: Lyn O’Brien 
Town Counsel: Jeremia Pollard 
Board of Registrars: Marjorie Middleton, Emily Piacquadio, Absent Jill Moretz 

Total Registered Voters: 1254 
Total Registered Voters in Attendance: 66 

Meeting called to order by the Moderator at 7:00 pm in the Otis Town Hall. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

A moment of silence was held for those who have passed away. 

The Moderator asked everyone to use the microphone and direct questions to the Moderator.  
Voters will need to hold up their yellow card to vote and to be recognized.   

The Moderator stated this is his last term.   
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The Moderator appointed Marjorie Middleton and Emily Piacquadio as counters. 
 
The Moderator confirmed with the Town Clerk a quorum was present.   
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the remainder of the warrant and proceed to 
act on Article 1. 
The motion was seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 1: Town Reports 
To receive the reports of the various Town Officers and act thereon. 
A motion was made to accept Article 1. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 1 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 2: General Fund Operating Budget  
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate such money as may be necessary to defray the 
Town’s expenses for this fiscal year.  See appropriations list attached at end of Warrant. 
$5,978,732.06 
A motion was made to accept Article 2 unanimously. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 2 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 3:  Revolving Funds 
There are hereby established in the Town of Otis pursuant to the provisions of G.L. Ch. 44, 53E 
1/2, the following Revolving Funds: 
 
Plumbing/Gas    Fees & Charges for Plumbing/Gas Inspections 
Wire Inspector    Fees & Charges for Wire Inspections 
Fire Department Inspections  Fees & Charges for Fire Inspections 
Sanitation Inspector   Fees & Charges for Sanitation Inspections 
Recreation Commission  Fees & Charges for Recreation Programs 
Demolition Debris Removal  Fees & Charges for Transfer Station Demolition Debris 
Cemetery    Fees & Charges for Cemetery Commission Expenses 
Tax Title    Fees & Charges for Tax Title Expenses 
 
Section II:  Expenditures from each revolving fund set forth herein shall be subject to the 
limitation established by Town Meeting or any increase therein as may be authorized in 
accordance with G.L. Ch. 44, 53E 1/2 . 
 
Plumbing & Gas Inspector  $15,000.00 
Wire Inspector    $15,000.00 
Fire Department Inspections  $6,000.00 
Sanitation Inspector   $9,000.00 
Recreation Commission  $5,000.00 
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Demolition Debris Removal  $25,000.00 
Cemetery    $2,000.00 
Tax Title    $10,000.00 
 
A motion was made to accept Article 3. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 3 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 4: Waste Water Enterprise Fund  
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $68,400.00 for the operation and maintenance of the 
municipal sewer system and to meet the appropriation, transfer funds from the sewer user fees.  
A motion was made to accept Article 4. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 4 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 5: Debt Service  
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $174,540.00 for the purpose of paying the 
principal and interest due in fiscal 2023 for the John Deere Grader and the KME Fire Truck, and 
further to provide for said appropriation, take said sum from Free Cash.  
A motion was made to accept Article 5. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 5 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 6: Wind Debt Service 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $430,572.50 in fiscal 2023 for paying the 
principal and interest for the Wind Project Bond; funds to be transferred from the Wind 
Municipal Light Plant.   
A motion was made to accept Article 6. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 6 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 7: Broadband Debt Service 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $212,000.00 for paying the principal and 
interest due in fiscal 2023 on funds borrowed for the Otis Fiber Bond; funds to be transferred 
from the Wind Municipal Light Plant.  
A motion was made to accept Article 7. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 7 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 8: Road Repair and Paving   
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $500,000 for the purpose of repairing and 
paving portions of Reservoir Road and Algerie Road including costs incidental and related 
thereto, and further to provide for said appropriation, take said sum equally from Free Cash 
($250,000) and Stabilization ($250,000). 
 
2/3 vote required 
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A motion was made to accept Article 8. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 8 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 9: Town Ways and Bridges-CH90  
To see if the Town will vote to accept any and all funds being provided by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Division of Transportation (Mass DOT), under provisions of Chapter 90 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, to pay for such costs as allowed by appropriate legislation in 
connection with the maintenance, repair and construction of Town ways and bridges. 
A motion was made to accept Article 9. 
The motion was seconded. 
Discussion:  What is the amount?  $177,398.00 
Article 9 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 10: Maintenance Truck 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $70,000 for the purpose of purchasing a 
truck for the maintenance department, and further to provide for said appropriation, take said 
sum from Free Cash. 
A motion was made to accept Article 10. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 10 passed. 
 
ARTICLE 11: Waste Water/Water Operator Truck 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $35,000 for the purpose of purchasing a 
truck for the Waste Water/Water Operator, and further to provide for said appropriation, take 
said sum from Free Cash. 
A motion was made to accept Article 11. 
The motion was seconded. 
Discussion:  Didn’t we buy a new highway truck last year and transfer the old one to Waste 
Water? Brandi explained we did purchase a new highway truck and just took possession of it 2 
months ago. Keith has been using the old waste water truck and he just took possession of the 
old highway truck. Both of those trucks are in such bad repair that they will both go to surplus. 
Article 11 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 12: Fire Proof File Cabinet 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $2,000 for the purpose of purchasing the 
Town Clerk a fire proof file cabinet, and further to provide for said appropriation, take said sum 
from Free Cash. 
A motion was made to accept Article 12. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 12 passed. 
 
ARTICLE 13: Mass Historic Grant Matching Funds 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $25,868 for the purpose of matching the 
Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund Grant awarded for the East Otis School House in the 
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amount of $101,500.00, said sum from Free Cash. In addition to the Town’s contribution, The 
Otis Preservation Trust will transfer $15,000 to the Town.   
A motion was made to accept Article 13. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 13 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 14: St. Paul’s Building Use 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the use of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, which was 
transferred to Town ownership in November, 2019 as a center for the community’s use for 
social, cultural and educational purposes.                                                                                                                   
A motion was made to accept Article 14. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 14 passed unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 15: Sandisfield Citizen Petition 
To see if the Town will vote to approve the following petition which amends the Regional 
School District Agreement by adding the following provision: “All motions on Committee 
business shall be decided by a majority vote of the quorum in attendance, unless otherwise 
required by law, provided that at least one Committee member from each town votes on the 
prevailing side of any such motion. This should apply to setting the agendas for future meetings 
as well.” 
 
This article is not supported by the Selectboard 
A motion was made to accept Article 15. 
The motion was seconded. 
Discussion: What does prevailing mean?  One member from the other town needs to be part of 
the majority.  Therese Gould explained the Selectboard does not support this because the school 
committee is to represent the school and the children in it.  They are not elected to represent the 
town. 
Jessica Drenga, School Committee member, stated the issue is based on population and Otis has 
4 members and Sandisfield has 3.  A voter added the towns agreed on this 25 years ago based on 
population.   
Carol Lombardo, School Committee Chair, expressed her concerns and hope for the School 
Committees from both towns to work together for the best interest of the school.   
Article 15 failed; defeated unanimously. 
 
ARTICLE 16: Resolution ln Support of the Fair Share Amendment 
To see if the Town will vote to support the following petition; 
 
WHEREAS, ln June of 2021, with a vote of 159 in favor and 4l opposed, the Massachusetts 
Legislature's Constitutional Convention voted to place the Fair Share Amendment on the 
November, 2022 state wide ballot; and 
 
WHEREAS, To help all families and build a stronger economy for everyone, we must have 
quality public education, including our public colleges and universities; and safe and reliable 
public transportation infrastructure; and 
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WHEREAS, We must make long term investments in public education to help students 
academically, socially, and emotionally, especially in light of the Covid-19 pandemic; and 
 
WHEREAS, We must reduce tuition and fees charged in our public education institutions in 
order to make higher education affordable and reduce student debt; and 
 
WHEREAS, We have a backlog of neglected and substantially impaired public transportation 
infrastructure in need of repair and maintenance; and 
 
WHEREAS, We must have safe, modern, and reliable public transportation infrastructure 
including roads, bridges, trains, buses, and trail ways for biking and walking; and 
 
WHEREAS, Additional state revenue is needed to improve public schools, Pre-K through 12, 
and make higher public education more affordable, and reinvest in our public transportation 
infrastructure; and 
 
WHEREAS, Even before the Covid-19 pandemic, Massachusetts needed additional investment 
in public education and transportation infrastructure to ensure a more equitable and long lasting 
economy for everyone; and 
 
WHEREAS, Our highest income residents pay a lower share of their income in state and local 
taxes than the majority of taxpayers; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That during the 2022 Otis Annual Town Meeting 
residents of Otis discuss and show support for the adoption of the proposed Fair Share 
Amendment that would create an additional tax of four percentage points on annual income 
above one million dollars and dedicate these funds raised by this tax for quality public education 
and affordable public colleges and universities, and for the repair and maintenance of public 
roads, bridges and public transportation. 
A motion was made to accept Article 16 as published in the warrant. 
The motion was seconded. 
Article 16 passed, 9 opposed. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 
The motion was seconded. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lyn O’Brien, Town Clerk 
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Board of Assessors 2022 Annual Report 
 

The Board of Assessors, along with our assessing staff provided under contract by Regional 
Resource Group, continue to assure the fair taxation of all Otis properties.  This summer we 
welcomed Candy Chaffee to the office as our new Clerk. This year the department reviewed 64 
building permits, which included new dwellings, additions, renovations, decks, residential solar 
electricity generation systems, structure demolition, etc.  We recorded approximately 155 real 
estate transfers. At the Tax Classification Hearing in December, we reported $804,403,198 in 
total values. This was an increase of $105,384,197 from the year before. The average valuation 
increased from $366,200 to $426,300.  
 
During the past year, we reorganized and updated assessment records.  Other efforts included 
inspecting property after building permits are processed and auditing property files for accuracy 
and completeness.  There is a 10-year cyclical inspection program in place, resulting in on-going 
property inspections.   
 
As the town’s principal revenue generator, the Assessors are constantly on the lookout for 
properties subject to taxation.  We seek to enhance tax revenues by: identifying second 
homeowners whose household furnishings are subject to taxation; along with businesses that 
have inventory or fixtures that may be taxable, that property given a certificate of occupancy is 
taxed at the fully assessed value, reviewing prior years’ deeds to assure verify current property 
values, monitoring individual assessments to insure that abatements are kept to a minimum and 
assuring that all requests for abatements are reasonable and properly processed.  We have added 
several parcels to the Personal Property tax records that had previously not been inventoried 
making sure that new construction is monitored and assessed.   
  
Other office activities included: photographing structures and attaching those photos to 
computerized assessment records, processing land divisions, reviewing and processing 
abatement requests, processing personal property forms and chapter land applications and 
preparing various Department of Revenue reports. Our office hours are Mon, Tue & Wed from 
8:00AM-3:00PM.  Residents can contact us by e-mail at assessor@townofotisma.com or by 
phone at 413-269-0100 x125.  Current property information and maps can be accessed at our 
website: www.townofotisma.com.   
   
Respectfully Submitted,  
  
Heather  Gray, Chairman 
Jill Moretz 
Kathleen Rider   
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Finance Committee 2022 Annual Report 
 

 The three-member Finance Board for the Town of Otis is an elected body responsible for budget 
oversight. The committee works with the Select Board to review and make recommendations 
regarding the annual budget for the town.  

The Board is invited to the budget review for the Farmington River Regional School each year to 
review the budget before submission to the town. Throughout the year members often attend 
school committee meetings to remain up to date on the financial workings of the school district. 

The Town of Otis has an AA municipal bond rating reflecting the sound finances of the town. 

The Finance Board is grateful to the departments and committees’ chairpersons for their 
continued support and cooperation during the annual budget process.This year Lynn Jablonski 
was elected to fill the vacant board position.  

The Finance Board is committed to represent the taxpayers of our town so that Otis continues to 
move forward in a fiscally sound manner. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Therese Gould 
Jill Moretz 
Lynn Jablonski 
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   Town Collector 2022 Annual Report 

The following are due dates for Fiscal Year 2024: 

 RE & PP Tax Due Dates   Sewer Tax Due Dates 
 August 1, 2023    September 1, 2023 
 November 1, 2023    December 1, 2023 
 February 1, 2024    March 1, 2024 
  May 1, 2024     June 3, 2024     
   

Fiscal Year 2022 Receivables 7/1/21 – 6/30/22: 

YEAR   VEHICLE EXCISE TAX   +   FEES    +     INTEREST 
2022   $232,753.59  $495.00  $229.22  
2021   $60,089.41  $2,984.00  $1,052.61  
2020   $3,790.54  $1,939.00  $748.34   
2019   $1,493.85  $759.00  $423.66   
PRIORS  $264.90  $414.00  $248.26 
    
FISCAL YEAR      PERSONAL PROP. TAX   +    FEES     +     INTEREST 
2022   $205,501.18  $0.00   $163.77    
2021   $1,767.90  $590.00  $156.03   
2020   $487.33  $160.00  $126.86   
2019   $273.91  $80.00   $109.01   
PRIORS  $445.34  $370.00  $267.98 
   
FISCAL YEAR        REAL ESTATE TAX   +      FEES    + INTEREST 
2022   $5,030,195.61  $0.00   $8,065.98  
2021   $96,547.59  $1,420.00  $9,939.18 
2020   $25,472.66  $250.00  $7,347.76   
2019   $17,732.97  $250.00  $7,845.55   
PRIORS  $23,062.78  $784.00  $9,857.21 
  
FISCAL YEAR            SEWER TAX     +    FEES     +       INTEREST 
2022             $58,591.52  $0.00  $268.54 
2021        $2,081.15  $90.00  $144.34 
PRIOR              $14.64   $10.00  $1.98  
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           MISC. RECEIPT FEES  

Municipal Lien Certificates  $3,500.00 
Bartow’s Trailer Park    $0.00 
Returned Check   $125.00 
Duplicate Bill     $1.00 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Destiny Duris 
Otis Town Collector 

 
Scholarship Committee 2022 Annual Report 

The Otis Scholarship Committee and the recipients of the scholarships would like to thank the 
townspeople for their steadfast support of the future of our young people in approving our 
request for funds.  

The committee was able to award two $2000 scholarships to well-deserving high school 
seniors.  In order to be eligible, the students must complete the application, then document 
the successful completion of their first semester and proof of enrollment in their second 
semester.  The scholarship is available to students pursuing a full-time 2-year or 4-year college 
degree, community college certificate or completion of a trade school program. 

We would also encourage the townspeople to donate to the Scholarship Donation Fund.  This 
year, from this separate fund, we were able to give $150 to the scholarship applicants at the time 
of their high school graduation for help with incidentals such as books, computers, equipment, 
the more immediate necessities.  You may donate by sending a check, payable to the Scholarship 
Donation Fund, to the Otis Town Hall c/o Scholarship Committee and it will be added to this 
worthwhile endeavor. 

It is with great sadness that we lost our friend and neighbor, Lee Hawley this year. Lee (Zonnie) 
Hawley was a longtime member of the Scholarship Committee and Chair for a good many of 
those years.  She was instrumental in moving this committee into the 21st century and always 
keeping the interests of our youth in mind and at the forefront of our efforts.  We all learned a 
great deal from Lee about pursuing the best for our children and helping provide for their journey 
into adulthood.  She is and will continue to be an inspiration to all of us. 

Thank you, again, for believing in the future of our youth, our most valuable asset! 

Respectfully, 
Lyn O'Brien 
Brandi Page 
Laurie C Nikituk 
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